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Area Profile - Wigtownshire 
 

The collation of much of the data used in this area profile has been taken from the Crichton 
Institute Local Area Profile. 
 

1.    Comparative Data by Locality  
 

The population structure in Dumfries and Galloway is atypical; Dumfries and Stranraer 
are the only conurbations with populations in excess of 10,000 people. The majority of the 
population live in small towns and villages.  
 
 
Table 1: Dumfries and Galloway - Adult Population (16+) by Locality Areas 
 

 Adult population 
(16+) 

Number of ASP 
referrals  

(July – Sept) 

Rate of ASP 
referrals  per 

1,000  
Nithsdale 49,442 47 1.0 
Annandale & Eskdale 32,016 34 1.1 
Wigtownshire 24,188 46 1.9 
Stewartry 20,362 22 1.1 
Total 126,008 149 1.2 
 
 

Wigtownshire covers an area of 176,584 hectares,; over half of the population live in rural areas 
and 36% live in urban areas – in this case Stranraer -which is the only part of the area 
classified as urban. 
 
The area is largely rural and has only 0.17 people per hectare compared to 0.24 people per 
hectare across Dumfries and Galloway which is itself amongst the least densely populated local 
authority areas in Scotland.  
 
The average age of people in Wigtown is 44.1 years compared to 43.6 years in Dumfries and 
Galloway and 40.4 for Scotland1 and, as Figure 2.2 shows, it has a higher proportion of people 
aged over 65 than Dumfries and Galloway as a whole i.e. nearly a quarter of Wigtownshire’s 
population  are aged over 65. 
 

Table 2: Population by Age Group (%) 
 

 Wigtownshire Dumfries and 
Galloway 

Scotland 

0-15 16.6 16.6 17.3 

16-24 9.3 9.6 11.9 

25-44 21.0 21.7 26.4 

45-64 30.1 30.2 27.4 

65+ 23.0 21.8 16.8 
Source: Census 2011 
 
 
 
 
                                            
1 Health Intelligence Unit, NHS D&G. (2014) Census Release, November 2013 
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Settlements 
 

Stranraer has a population of 10,593. It is the second largest town in Dumfries and Galloway 
and the largest in Wigtownshire. It is identified as a District Centre in the Stranraer Housing 
Market Area and functions as the main service centre for the western part of the region. The 
town contains a number of facilities including primary schools and a secondary school, a 
commmunity hospital, leisure centre, a wide range of shops including several supermarkets, a 
library and museum as well as many other businesses. It is located on the banks of Loch Ryan 
and has good access onto the A75 trunk road. 
 
Cairnryan is a linear village which sits on the A77 heading north and looking onto Loch Ryan. It 
is the main passenger and transport ferry port for both the P and O and Stena Companies 
which sail to both Larne and Belfast. It has a shop and a restaurant along with several B & B’s.  
 
Castle Kennedy is a small estate village formed on the land of Stair Estates which also 
includes Lochinch Castle. Both the Castle and Castle Kennedy Gardens are very popular 
tourist and event attractions and the settlement also includes a shop and petrol station and a 
Primary School.  
 
Creetown is identified as a Local Centre within the Mid Galloway Housing Market Area. It is 
located off the A75, south of Newton Stewart, and contains a number of facilities including a 
primary school, shops and visitor and tourist facilities including a museum. Creetown had a 
population of 679 in 2011. 
 
Drummore is identified as a Local Centre in the Stranraer Housing Market Area. It lies to the 
south of Stranraer on the A716, and has a range of facilities including a harbour, primary 
school, public house and shop. It also lies within the Rhins Coast Regional Scenic Area. 
 
Garlieston is identified as a Local Centre in the Mid Galloway Housing Market Area. It is a 
coastal village on the east coast of the Machars and located south of Wigtown overlooking 
Wigtown Bay. The settlement contains a number of facilities including a primary school, shop 
and other small businesses. Garlieston is a planned estate village within the Machars Coast 
Regional Scenic Area. 
 
Glenluce has a population of 635 and is identified as a Local Centre within the Stranraer 
Housing Market Area. It lies to the north of the A75 east of Stranraer. The settlement benefits 
from a number of facilities including a primary school, shop and public house. The settlement is 
constrained by steep slopes and the A75 to the south. 
 
Glentrool is a small settlement to the North West of Newton Stewart that was originally built to 
provide housing for Forestry Commission Scotland employees. It is located on the A713, is 
close to the Glentrool Visitor Centre and is considered to be the gateway to the Galloway Hills, 
where you can pick up maps and information on the hill ranges. The Merrick, South Scotland's 
highest mountain at nearly 2,800ft can be climbed from Bruce's Stone. 
 
Isle of Whithorn has just over 300 residents. It is situated on the southernmost tip of South 
West Scotland and, with most of the village designated as a Conservation Area, is a popular 
tourist attraction. The settlement’s main industries are fishing, agriculture and tourism. St. 
Ninian’s Hall, which was originally a Dumfries and Galloway Council facility, was transferred to 
community ownership. Utilising Big Lottery Funding of just under £1,000,000.00 the facility has 
been completely refurbished and now includes a new Visitor Centre, Café, Cinema etc. A large 
numbers of events and workshops running each week within the facility 
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Kirkcolm is identified as a Local Centre in the Stranraer Housing Market Area. It is located to 
the north of Stranraer overlooking Loch Ryan and contains facilities including a primary school 
and hall. The settlement is located within the Rhins Coast Regional Scenic Area. 
 
Kirkcowan is identified as a Local Centre within the Mid Galloway Housing Market Area. The 
settlement is located on the northern edge of the Machars, 4km south of the A75 and contains 
a number of facilities including a primary school, shop and other small businesses. 
 
Kirkinner and Braehead are identified as a Local Centre in the Mid Galloway Housing Market 
Area, they are located south of Newton Stewart. Taken together, these settlements contain a 
number of facilities including a shop, hall, bowling green and primary school. 
 
Leswalt is identified as a Local Centre in the Stranraer Housing Market Area. It is located north 
west of Stranraer in the upper Rhins area and has a number of facilities including a hall and 
shop. 
 
Newton Stewart is located on the A75 and acts as a commuter town for the surrounding 
smaller towns and villages. The settlement benefits from a number of facilities including a 
primary and secondary school, small supermarkets, independent shops, a cinema and public 
houses. It has a population of 4,092 and is identified as a district centre in the Mid Galloway 
Housing Market Area. 
 
Port Logan is a small village in the parish of Kirkmaiden in the Rhins of Galloway. Its Fish 
Pond is a popular marine life tourist attraction and the village is situated close to both Logan 
Gardens and Logan Botanic Gardens which is unrivalled as the country's most exotic garden.  
 
Portpatrick is located to the west of Stranraer on the A77 road. The settlement contains a 
number of historic buildings which are included within the Conservation Area. It is a popular 
tourist destination and a busy harbour town with facilities that include a primary school, shops 
and restaurants. The town had a population of 534 in 2011 and is identified as a Local Centre 
in the Stranraer Housing Market Area. 
 
Port William is a linear shaped settlement located on the West coast of the Machars 
overlooking Luce Bay. It is a popular tourist destination as well as a busy harbour town with 
facilities that include shops, primary school and a number of recreational facilities. The 
settlement contains a number of historic buildings which are included within the Conservation 
Area. It has a population of 523 and is identified as a Local Centre in the Mid Galloway Housing 
Market Area. 
 
Sandhead is identified as a Local Centre in the Stranraer Housing Market Area. It lies to the 
south of Stranraer on the A716, overlooking Luce Bay. The settlement offers a number of 
facilities including primary school, bowling green, shop and cafe. 
 
Whithorn is linear shaped settlement located towards the southern edge of the Machars. It has 
a number of facilities that serve the wider area including a primary school, shops, small 
business and visitor and tourist facilities associated with the Whithorn Dig and the town’s 
Christian Heritage. It has a population of 829 and is identified as a District Centre in the Mid 
Galloway Housing Market Area. The settlements historic centre is characterised by a wide main 
street, long narrow gardens, closes and pends and numerous listed buildings form part of the 
Conservation Area. Beyond the western boundary there are important archaeological and 
historical sites. 
 
Wigtown has a population of 921 and is identified as a District Centre in the Mid Galloway 
Housing Market Area. It is located 6 km south of Newton Stewart overlooking Wigtown Bay on 
the east coast of the Machars. Wigtown has a number of facilities including a primary school, 
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shops, library, town hall and many small businesses. The town is designated as Scotland’s 
National Book Town and hosts a number of related events each year. 
 
 
2.   Adult Support and Protection – July to September 2014 
 

Key Points to consider: 
 
 The rate of Adult Support and Protection Inquiries is disproportionately higher in 

Wigtownshire than the three other localities, including Dumfries and Galloway as a 
whole.  
 

 The largest proportion (56%) of ASP Inquiries in Wigtownshire was in relation to 
older people (65+). 

 
 20% of the overall population in this locality over 65.  

 
 

Table 3: Percentage of ASP Inquiries for over 65s in Wigtownshire 
 

ASP Inquiries  
Adults -  over 65s 

2012 
(Q3) 

2013 
(Q3) 

2014 
(Q2) 

2014 
(Q3) 

Wigtownshire 
 

32% 47% 46% 56% 

 
For Older People (over 65s): 
 

 The number of adults categorised as ‘Older People’ has increased by 59% during the 
same period; 2012 - 2014.  
 

 Mental Health, a reduction from 10 (16%) in 2012 to 3 (7%) in 2014 and;  
 

 Learning Disability, 14 (22%) in 2012 to 8(17%) in 2014, has decreased.  This may 
correlate with an increase in Learning Disability service user group in Nithsdale. 

 
Agencies should explore the level of support from services for adults with mental health and 
learning disability related needs in rural areas. A reduction in the number of referrals does not 
necessarily mean an improvement/decline in service provision.    
 
 
 


