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Area Profile - Stewartry 
 

The collation of much of the data used in this area profile has been taken from the Crichton 
Institute Local Area Profile. 
 

1.   Comparative Data by Locality  
 

The population structure in Dumfries and Galloway is atypical; Dumfries and Stranraer 
are the only conurbations with populations in excess of 10,000 people. The majority of the 
population live in small towns and villages.  
 
 
Table 1: Dumfries and Galloway - Adult Population (16+) by Locality Areas 
 

 Adult population 
(16+) 

Number of ASP 
referrals  

(July – Sept) 

Rate of ASP 
referrals  per 

1,000  
Nithsdale 49,442 47 1.0 
Annandale & Eskdale 32,016 34 1.1 
Wigtownshire 24,188 46 1.9 
Stewartry 20,362 22 1.1 
Total 126,008 149 1.2 
 
 

Stewartry covers an area of 166,357 hectares, 26% of the total area of Dumfries and Galloway. 
52% of the locality is rural, in particular, 40% of which is classified as ‘Remote Rural.  
 
Because of its rurality, Stewartry is the least densely populated area in the region with only 0.14 
people for each hectare compared to 0.24 people per hectare across Dumfries and Galloway 
which is itself, amongst the least densely populated local authority areas in Scotland. 
 
The average age of people in the Stewartry is 46.2, compared to 43.6 in Dumfries and 
Galloway and 40.4 for Scotland1 and, as Figure 2.2 shows it has a lower proportion of younger 
people (aged under 25) and a higher proportion of older people (aged over 65) than Dumfries 
and Galloway as a whole.   
 
Table 2: Population by Age Group (%) 
 

 Stewartry Dumfries and 
Galloway 

Scotland 

0-15 15.3 16.6 17.3 

16-24 8.3 9.6 11.9 

25-44 19.3 21.7 26.4 

45-64 31.5 30.2 27.4 

65+ 25.6 21.8 16.8 
Source: Census 2011 
 
 
 
 

                                            
1 Health Intelligence Unit, NHS D&G. (2014) Census Release, November 2013 
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Settlements 
 

Auchencairn lies within the Solway Coast Regional Scenic Area and whilst the settlement itself 
is not within its boundaries, it is immediately adjacent to the East Stewartry Coast National 
Scenic Area.  The settlement contains a number of facilities including a primary school, shop 
and Post Office, as well as other small businesses. 
 
Carsphairn is the most northerly of the Stewartry’s settlements and has a number of facilities 
including a shop, primary school and hall. 
 
Castle Douglas is identified as a District Centre within the Stewartry Housing Market Area. It 
serves as a market town for the surrounding area and has a number of shops, services and 
other facilities, including tourist attractions. It is an important strategic location for employment 
and contains business and industrial land within the town and just off the A75 to the north. The 
population in 2011 was 4,174. 
The town is bypassed by the A75, which creates a boundary to the north and west, has open 
countryside to the east and Carlingwark Loch to the south. The loch is important to the setting 
of the town providing an attractive gateway when approached from the south. This area is also 
important for biodiversity as it is a part of Threave & Carlingwark Loch SSSI. The town is also 
characterised by a series of small hills such as Erne, Dunmuir and Garden Hill which provide 
visual enclosure and setting. 
 
Crossmichael is located adjacent to Loch Ken on the A713 between Castle Douglas and New 
Galloway and lies within the Galloway Hills Regional Scenic Area. Its facilities include a primary 
school, shop/post office and public house. The focal point of the settlement is the eighteenth 
century parish church at the northern end of the village.  
 
Dalbeattie is identified as a District Centre in the Stewartry Housing Market Area. Its population 
in 2011 was 4,227. It benefits from close proximity to one of the internationally renowned Seven 
Stanes mountain biking routes and has a range of shops, facilities and businesses serving the 
wider area. To the east, the town is enclosed by forestry incorporating important walking and 
cycling routes. The north of the town includes the cemetery and other areas of open space 
forming part of the wider green network as well as the main entry to the town from Dumfries. 
The southern approach to the town is in close proximity to the East Stewartry Coast National 
Scenic. Locally quarried granite stone used in the construction of many of the buildings give the 
town its unique feel and character. 
 
Gatehouse of Fleet has a number of facilities including shops, a primary school, church and 
tourist facilities such as the Mill on The Fleet. Its historical importance, planned form and 
attractive appearance have resulted in much of the settlement being designated as a 
Conservation Area. The town particularly benefits from its landscape setting being at the heart 
of the Fleet Valley National Scenic Area and with much of the surrounding area being under 
National Trust Conservation Agreements. The population in 2011 was 986. 
 
Kirkcudbright is marketed as the “Artists’ Town” due to its historic associations with the art 
world. It is a popular tourist destination as well as a busy harbour town with a number of 
facilities. Development in Kirkcudbright originated in the historic core around the harbour and 
has spread to the north and south but is restricted in the west by the river and to the east by the 
topography of the land. The northern approach to the town is via the A711 Tongland Road. 
Kirkcudbright is identified as a District Centre in the Stewartry Housing Market Area. It has a 
population of 3,352. 
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New Galloway lies within the Galloway Hills Regional Scenic Area and much of its historic core 
is designated as a Conservation Area. The land east of the village is adjacent to several natural 
heritage sites such as the Loch Ken & River Dee Marshes Special Protection Area. New 
Galloway has a number of facilities which tend to benefit from the tourist and visitor trade that is 
principally attracted by the visual quality of the surrounding landscape and local townscape.  
 
Palnackie has a number of facilities including a primary school, shop and other businesses. It  
is an historic port town located within the East Stewartry Coast National Scenic Area which is in 
itself an indicator of the local landscape quality. 
 
St. John’s Town of Dalry lies within the Galloway Hills Regional Scenic Area and may 
develop into an important tourist destination based on the neighbouring Dark Skies Park in the 
Galloway Forest and Biosphere designations which have national and international 
significance. It has a number of facilities including shops, public houses, a primary and 
secondary school that provide for the settlement itself and the surrounding rural community. 
 
 
2.   Adult Support and Protection – July to September 2014 
 
 Key points to consider: 
 

 The rate of Adult Support and Protection Inquiries in Stewartry is proportionately equal 
to the rate of referrals in Annandale & Eskdale.   
 

 The largest proportion (50%) of ASP Inquiries i50% in Stewartry was in relation to older 
people (65+). 
 

 18% of the overall population in this locality over 65.  
 

 
Table 3: Percentage of ASP Inquiries for over 65s in Stewartry 
 

ASP Inquiries  
Adults -  over 65s 

2012 
(Q3) 

2013 
(Q3) 

2014 
(Q2) 

2014 
(Q3) 

Stewartry 
 

16% 58% 18% 50% 

 

For Older People (over 65s): 

 Similar to Wigtownshire, the number of adults categorised as ‘Older People’ has more 
than doubled in the last 3 year period; from 4 (2012) to 11 (2014).  
 

 Physical Disability has more than halved in the last 3 year period; from 24% (2012) to 
9% (2014).   

 

Agencies should explore the level of support from services for adults in rural areas, taking into 
consideration risk factors such as social isolation, social support and mobility/transport. Core 
business should be to ensure adequate information in relation to support, such as Third Sector 
and telecare is widely available to adults across the region.    


