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Area Profile - Annandale & Eskdale 
 

The collation of much of the data used in this area profile has been taken from the Crichton 
Institute Local Area Profile. 
  
1.   Comparative Data by Locality  
 

The population structure in Dumfries and Galloway is atypical; Dumfries and Stranraer 
are the only conurbations with populations in excess of 10,000 people. The majority of the 
population live in small towns and villages.  
 
 
Table 1: Dumfries and Galloway - Adult Population (16+) by Locality Areas 
 

 Adult population 
(16+) 

Number of ASP 
referrals  

(July – Sept) 

Rate of ASP 
referrals  per 

1,000  
Nithsdale 49,442 47 1.0 
Annandale & Eskdale 32,016 34 1.1 
Wigtownshire 24,188 46 1.9 
Stewartry 20,362 22 1.1 
Total 126,008 149 1.2 
Source: GRO 2013 
 

Covering 156,286 hectares, Annandale and Eskdale accounts for around a quarter of the total 
area of Dumfries and Galloway. 59% of the locality is rural, in particular, 25% of which is 
classified as ‘Remote Rural’; with less than 3,000 people and a drive time of over 30 minutes 
from a settlement of 10,000 people or more.  
 
The average age of people in Annandale and Eskdale is 43.8, compared to 43.6 in Dumfries 
and Galloway and 40.4 in Scotland as a whole.1 
 
In terms of the age structure of its population, Annandale and Eskdale has the same 
demographic issues as Dumfries and Galloway as a whole, with a lower proportion of younger 
people (aged under 25) and a higher proportion of older people (aged over 65) than the 
Scottish average. This is shown in Figure 2.2. 
 
Table 2: Population by Age Group (%) 
 

 Annandale and 
Eskdale 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

Scotland 

0-15 16.7 16.6 17.3 

16-24 9.2 9.6 11.9 

25-44 21.6 21.7 26.4 

45-64 30.4 30.2 27.4 

65+ 22.1 21.8 16.8 
Source: Census 2011 
 
 

                                            
1 Health Intelligence Unit, NHS D&G. (2014) Census Release, November 2013 
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Settlements 
 

Annan has a population of 8,960 and is identified as a District Centre in the Annan Housing 
Market Area. It forms part of the Gretna-Lockerbie-Annan regeneration corridor and is 
strategically located adjacent to the A75. The settlement contains a wide range of facilities 
including several primary schools, a secondary school, shops, police station, council offices, a 
train station and many other businesses. 
 

Annan is an historic market town with many outstanding buildings as reflected by their listings 
and location within the Conservation Area. 
 
Canonbie is located adjacent to the A7 between Langholm and Longtown/Carlisle. The 
settlement contains a number of facilities including a post office/shop, hall, primary school and 
a hotel. The settlement is identified as a Conservation Area and is characterised by the River 
Esk.  Canonbie is identified as a Local Centre in the Eskdale Housing Market Area. 
 

Eaglesfield has a population of 691 and is located adjacent to the A74(M) within the Gretna-
Lockerbie-Annan regeneration corridor. Its facilities include a post office/shop, hall and primary 
school. Eaglesfield is identified as a Local Centre within the Annan Housing Market Area. 
 
Eastriggs is a planned settlement that was formed to support World War 1 efforts. It is a Local 
Centre within the Annan Housing Market Area and is located adjacent to the A75 within the 
Gretna-Lockerbie-Annan regeneration corridor. Eastriggs has a number of facilities including a 
post-office, primary school, shop and public houses. Its population is 1,876. 
 
Ecclefechan has a population of 841 and is identified as a Local Centre within the Annan 
Housing Market Area. It is located adjacent to the A74(M) and falls within the Gretna-Lockerbie-
Annan regeneration corridor. The settlement has a number of facilities including a hall, shop, 
primary school and the house where Thomas Carlyle was born - which is now a museum. 
 
The Gretna Border settlement includes Gretna, Gretna-Green and Springfield and is identified 
as a District Centre in the Annan Housing Market Area. Gretna Border forms part of the Gretna-
Lockerbie-Annan regeneration corridor, is strategically located adjacent to the A74(M) and A75, 
and on the Carlisle to Glasgow train route. 
 

Gretna is a planned village built during the 1st World War in 1915 to accommodate workers in 
munitions factories. Today, the majority of shops and facilities, including the post office, library 
and registry office, are located along Central Avenue in Gretna. Gretna Border contains two 
primary schools, one in Gretna and the other in Springfield. Gretna-Green and Gretna Outlet 
Village are major tourist attractions with Gretna-Green historically famous as a wedding venue 
and Gretna Outlet Village home to numerous shops and café/restaurants. 
 

In 2011 the population of Gretna was 3,147.   
 
Johnstonebridge is identified as a Local Centre in the Dumfries Housing Market Area and is 
strategically located adjacent to the A74(M) between Lockerbie and Moffat. The settlement 
contains a primary school and doctors surgery which operates part time. 
 
Langholm has a population of 2,227 and is defined as a District Centre in the Eskdale Housing 
Market Area. It is strategically located on the A7. The settlement contains a number of facilities 
including: a primary and secondary school; a small supermarket and a number of independent 
shops; public houses and other small businesses. 
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Langholm is characterised by the River Esk running through the settlement. Its floodplain limits 
development potential as do the hills that surround the settlement. Langholm is a Conservation 
Area and falls within the Langholm Hills Regional Scenic Area. 
 
Lochmaben is identified as a District Centre within Dumfries Housing Market Area. It is located 
on the A709 between Dumfries and Lockerbie, has a population of 1,942 and contains a 
number of facilities including a primary school, hall, shops, bank, and other small businesses. 
Lochmaben is characterised by its three Lochs and former castles. 
 
Lockerbie is an historic market town with a population of 4,287. It is identified as a District 
Centre in the Dumfries Housing Market Area and forms part of the Gretna-Lockerbie-Annan 
regeneration corridor. Lockerbie is strategically located adjacent to the A74(M) and west coast 
main line. The settlement contains a number of facilities including a primary and secondary 
school, a supermarket and a range of small independent shops, town hall, train station, ice rink, 
park and various small businesses. 
 
Moffat has a population of 2,582. The settlement contains a number of facilities including a 
primary and secondary school, hotels, parks, small supermarket, range of shops and other 
small businesses. Moffat is a Conservation Area and falls within the Moffat Hills Regional 
Scenic Area. It has well established links with tourism, originally as a spa town but more 
recently in terms of walking and toffee. It is identified as a District Centre in the Dumfries 
Housing Market Area and is strategically located near to the A74(M). 
 
 
2.   Adult Support and Protection – July to September 2014 
 

Key points to consider: 
 
 The rate of Adult Support and Protection (ASP) Inquiries is proportionately 

consistent in Annandale & Eskdale with the majority of localities, excluding 
Wigtownshire. 
   

 The largest proportion (41%) of ASP Inquiries in Annandale & Eskdale was in 
relation to older people (65+).  

 
 26% of the overall population in Annandale & Eskdale are over the age of 65.  
 

 

Table 3: Percentage of ASP Inquiries for over 65s in Annandale & Eskdale 
 

ASP Inquiries  
Adults -  over 65s 

2012 
(Q3) 

2013 
(Q3) 

2014 
(Q2) 

2014 
(Q3) 

Annandale & Eskdale 
 

43% 47% 17% 41% 

 
For Older People (over 65s): 
 

 Financial and Psychological harm were the most frequent types of harm reported for 
this age group, the latter as a result of dementia-related symptoms.  

 
 Homelessness service user group (SUG) reported domestic abuse (including both 

physical and psychological harm) and self-harm as the most frequent harm reported. 
This remains consistent across the two year period; July to September 2014.  
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Consideration to explore multiple referrals from a service user to determine if there is adequate 
information, services and/or communication amongst agencies should be core business.      
 
 


